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 SECTION II - TERMINOLOGY 
 

IT IS MANDATORY THAT YOU THOROUGHLY FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF
WITH THE TERMS IN THIS SECTION DESCRIBING THE FEATURES AND
COMPONENTS OF THE M96 AS THESE TERMS WILL BE USED THROUGHOUT
THIS MANUAL.         
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M96 Field Stripped Major Subassemblies 

1) Operating Rod; 2) Gas Tube; 3) Rear Sight; 4) Receiver; 5) Bolt Carrier; 6) Barrel; 7) Hand Guard; 8) 
Magazine Well; 9) Lower Receiver; and 10) Buttstock 
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L
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R
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 C
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N
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R
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N
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 m
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ro
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 m
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 c
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R
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R

T
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T
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H
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N
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 b
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 b
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 b
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 b
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ro
ta

te
d 

to
 th

e 
sa

fe
 p

os
iti

on
 (“

S”
). 

 K
ee

pi
ng

 th
e 

rif
le

 p
oi

nt
ed

 in
 a

s 
sa

fe
 d

ire
ct

io
n,

 ro
ta

te
 th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 le
ve

r t
o 

th
e 

fir
e 

po
si

tio
n 

(“
F”

). 
 N

ow
 

th
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is
en

ga
ge

 th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 w

ith
 y

ou
r 

th
um

b 
by

 m
ov

in
g 

th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 le

ve
r t

o 
th

e 
fir

e 
po

si
tio

n 
as

 in
di

ca
te

d 
by

 
th

e 
le

tte
r “

F”
. S

ee
 F

ig
. 5

 o
n 

Pa
ge

 1
5.

 
 H

av
in

g 
yo

ur
 s

ig
ht

s 
pr

op
er

ly
 a

lig
ne

d 
on

 t
he

 i
nt

en
de

d 
ta

rg
et

, 
pl

ac
e 

yo
ur

 fi
ng

er
 o

n 
th

e 
tri

gg
er

.  
K

ee
pi

ng
 y

ou
r s

ig
ht

s 
pr

op
er

ly
 a

lig
ne

d 
on

 
th

e 
ta

rg
et

 a
t a

ll 
tim

es
, g

en
tly

 a
nd

 sl
ow

ly
 sq

ue
ez

e 
th

e 
tri

gg
er

 u
nt

il 
th

e 
rif

le
 fi

re
s. 
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If
 y

ou
r 

si
gh

ts
 m

ov
e 

ou
t 

of
 a

lig
nm

en
t 

w
ith

 t
he

 t
ar

ge
t 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
tri

gg
er

 p
ul

l, 
re

le
as

e 
th

e 
tri

gg
er

 im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

.  
Y

ou
 m

ay
 b

eg
in

 p
ul

lin
g 

th
e 

tri
gg

er
 a

ga
in

 w
he

n 
yo

ur
 si

gh
ts

 a
re

 p
ro

pe
rly

 a
lig

ne
d 

on
 th

e 
ta

rg
et

.  
W

A
R

N
IN

G
! 

 A
FT

E
R

 Y
O

U
 H

A
V

E
 F

IR
E

D
 A

 S
H

O
T

, 
T

H
E

 R
IF

L
E

 IS
 R

E
A

D
Y

 T
O

 S
H

O
O

T
 A

G
A

IN
.    

 Th
e 

ab
ov

e 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

m
ay

 b
e 

re
pe

at
ed

 u
nt

il 
th

e 
rif

le
 i

s 
em

pt
y.

   
U

po
n 

fir
in

g 
th

e 
la

st
 c

ar
tri

dg
e 

in
 a

 m
ag

az
in

e,
 t

he
 b

ol
t 

sh
ou

ld
 s

ta
y 

op
en

.  
R

em
ov

e 
th

e 
em

pt
y 

m
ag

az
in

e 
(S

ee
 S

ec
tio

n 
X

). 
 T

o 
cl

os
e 

th
e 

bo
lt,

 p
ul

l t
he

 c
ha

rg
in

g 
ha

nd
le

 a
ll 

th
e 

w
ay

 to
 th

e 
re

ar
 a

nd
 le

t g
o 

of
 it

.  
 

 In
se

rt 
an

ot
he

r l
oa

de
d 

m
ag

az
in

e 
in

to
 th

e 
rif

le
, k

ee
pi

ng
 th

e 
m

uz
zl

e 
of

 
th

e 
rif

le
 p

oi
nt

ed
 in

 a
 sa

fe
 d

ire
ct

io
n 

at
 a

ll 
tim

es
.  

W
ith

 th
e 

m
uz

zl
e 

st
ill

 
po

in
te

d 
in

 a
 s

af
e 

di
re

ct
io

n,
 p

ul
l t

he
 c

ha
rg

in
g 

ha
nd

le
 a

ll 
th

e 
w

ay
 to

 
th

e 
re

ar
 a

nd
 le

t g
o 

of
 it

.  
Th

is
 w

ill
 c

ha
m

be
r a

no
th

er
 ro

un
d 

an
d 

al
lo

w
 

yo
u 

to
 re

su
m

e 
fir

in
g.

 
 W

A
R

N
IN

G
! 

 I
F 

T
H

E
 B

A
R

R
E

L
 B

E
C

O
M

E
S 

T
O

O
 

H
O

T
, T

H
E

 H
E

A
T

 M
A

Y
 C

A
U

SE
 A

 C
A

R
T

R
ID

G
E

 I
N

 
T

H
E

 
C

H
A

M
B

E
R

 
T

O
 

FI
R

E
 

W
IT

H
O

U
T

 
T

H
E

 
T

R
IG

G
E

R
 B

E
IN

G
 P

U
L

L
E

D
. 

 If
 t

he
 r

ifl
e 

is
 h

ot
, 

st
op

 f
iri

ng
, 

re
m

ov
e 

th
e 

m
ag

az
in

e,
 e

m
pt

y 
th

e 
ch

am
be

r, 
an

d 
le

t i
t c

oo
l. 

 A
 g

oo
d 

in
di

ca
tio

n 
th

at
 th

e 
ba

rr
el

 is
 to

o 
ho

t 
is

 w
he

n 
th

e 
ha

nd
gu

ar
d 

be
co

m
es

 h
ot

.  
U

se
 g

oo
d 

ju
dg

em
en

t. 
             

 
20

 
Fi

g.
 1

1 
– 

Fu
lly

 C
lo

se
d 

SE
C

T
IO

N
 

IX
 

– 
B

R
E

A
K

 
IN

 
&

 
G

A
S 

SY
ST

E
M

 
A

D
JU

ST
M

E
N

T
 

 W
A

R
N

IN
G

! 
T

H
E

 
G

A
S 

R
E

G
U

L
A

T
O

R
 

W
IL

L
 

B
E

C
O

M
E

 E
X

T
R

E
M

E
L

Y
 H

O
T

 O
N

C
E

 T
H

E
 R

IF
L

E
 

H
A

S 
B

E
E

N
 

FI
R

E
D

. 
 

 
D

O
 

N
O

T
 

T
O

U
C

H
 

T
H

E
 

B
A

R
R

E
L

, T
H

E
 G

A
S 

T
U

B
E

, O
R

 T
H

E
 F

R
O

N
T

 S
IG

H
T

 
W

IT
H

 A
N

Y
 P

A
R

T
 O

F 
Y

O
U

R
 B

O
D

Y
 O

R
 Y

O
U

R
 

C
L

O
T

H
IN

G
. 

 
FA

IL
U

R
E

 
T

O
 

FO
L

L
O

W
 

T
H

IS
 

IN
ST

R
U

C
T

IO
N

 
C

O
U

L
D

 
R

E
SU

L
T

 
IN

 
SE

R
IO

U
S 

B
U

R
N

S 
A

N
D

 O
T

H
E

R
 IN

JU
R

IE
S.

 
 W

A
R

N
IN

G
!  

M
A

K
E

 S
U

R
E

 T
H

E
 R

IF
L

E
 I

S 
PO

IN
T

E
D

 
IN

 A
 S

A
FE

 D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
 W

H
IL

E
 A

D
JU

ST
IN

G
 T

H
E

 
G

A
S 

R
E

G
U

L
A

T
O

R
.  

D
O

 N
O

T
 G

E
T

 I
N

 F
R

O
N

T
 O

F 
T

H
E

 M
U

Z
Z

L
E

. 
  A

dj
us

tm
en

t o
f G

as
 R

eg
ul

at
or

 
 Th

e 
M

96
 is

 e
qu

ip
pe

d 
w

ith
 a

 g
as

 re
gu

la
to

r s
o 

th
e 

op
er

at
or

 c
an

 u
se

 th
e 

m
in

im
um

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f 

ga
s 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
to

 r
el

ia
bl

y 
cy

cl
e 

th
e 

ac
tio

n.
  

U
si

ng
 m

or
e 

ga
s 

th
an

 is
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 to
 c

yc
le

 th
e 

ac
tio

n 
w

ill
 r

es
ul

t i
n 

ha
rs

he
r 

re
co

il 
an

d 
m

or
e 

w
ea

r 
on

 t
he

 f
ire

ar
m

 t
ha

n 
is

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
.  

 
Ty

pi
ca

lly
, m

or
e 

ga
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
w

he
re

 t
he

 t
em

pe
ra

tu
re

s 
ar

e 
co

ld
, t

he
 a

m
m

un
iti

on
 is

 w
ea

k,
 o

r 
th

e 
fir

ea
rm

 is
 d

irt
y 

or
 b

ra
nd

 n
ew

.  
Le

ss
 

ga
s 

m
ay

 
be

 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

w
he

n 
te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
s 

ar
e 

ho
t, 

th
e 

am
m

un
iti

on
 is

 st
ro

ng
, t

he
 ri

fle
 c

le
an

, o
r t

he
 ri

fle
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

pr
ev

io
us

ly
 

fir
ed

. 
 Th

e 
ga

s 
re

gu
la

to
r 

w
or

ks
 b

y 
re

gu
la

tin
g 

th
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f 
ga

s 
us

ed
 t

o 
cy

cl
e 

th
e 

ac
tio

n 
of

 t
he

 f
ire

ar
m

. T
he

 M
96

 u
se

s 
a 

“g
as

 b
le

ed
” 

sy
st

em
 r

eg
ul

at
or

. 
Th

e 
ga

s 
re

gu
la

to
r 

ha
s 

si
x 

di
ff

er
en

t 
po

si
tio

ns
 

w
hi

ch
 

in
cl

ud
e 

fiv
e 

ga
s 

bl
ee

d 
po

rts
 

(h
ol

es
) o

f v
ar

yi
ng

 s
iz

e 
an

d 
on

e 
po

si
tio

n 
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Fi
g.

  1
2 

– 
G

as
 

R
eg

ul
at

or
 D

et
en

t 

w
ith

 n
o 

ga
s 

bl
ee

d 
po

rt.
  

Th
e 

ga
s 

bl
ee

d 
po

rts
 

se
tti

ng
s 

ar
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

ar
ou

nd
 

th
e 

ci
rc

um
fe

re
nc

e 
of

 t
he

 g
as

 r
eg

ul
at

or
. 

Th
e 

nu
m

be
r 

vi
si

bl
e 

on
 t

he
 t

op
 o

f 
th

e 
ga

s 
re

gu
la

to
r 

in
di

ca
te

s 
th

e 
se

tti
ng

. 
 S

ee
 F

ig
. 

11
.  

 T
he

 h
ig

he
r t

he
 n

um
be

r v
is

ib
le

 o
n 

to
p,

 
th

e 
la

rg
er

 t
he

 v
ol

um
e 

of
 g

as
 t

ha
t 

is
 b

le
d 

fr
om

 th
e 

sy
st

em
 a

nd
 th

e 
lo

w
er

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f 

en
er

gy
 

us
ed

 
to

 
cy

cl
e 

th
e 

ac
tio

n.
  

C
on

ve
rs

el
y,

 t
he

 s
m

al
le

r 
th

e 
nu

m
be

r 
on

 
to

p,
 t

he
 s

m
al

le
r 

th
e 

vo
lu

m
e 

of
 g

as
 b

le
d 

fr
om

 th
e 

ga
s 

sy
st

em
 a

nd
 th

e 
hi

gh
er

 th
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f 
en

er
gy

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
to

 c
yc

le
 th

e 
ac

tio
n.

 
 To

 a
dj

us
t t

he
 g

as
 re

gu
la

to
r, 

us
e 

th
e 

tip
 o

f a
 ro

un
d 

to
 d

ep
re

ss
 th

e 
ga

s 
re

gu
la

to
r’

s 
de

te
nt

 w
hi

le
 tu

rn
in

g 
th

e 
re

gu
la

to
r 

to
 th

e 
de

si
re

d 
se

tti
ng

. 
Fi

g.
 1

2 
sh

ow
s t

he
 p

os
iti

on
 o

f t
he

 d
et

en
t. 

 To
 g

et
 t

he
 g

as
 r

eg
ul

at
or

 a
dj

us
te

d 
fo

r 
an

y 
gi

ve
n 

am
m

un
iti

on
 o

r 
co

nd
iti

on
s, 

se
t 

th
e 

ga
s 

re
gu

la
to

r 
so

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
em

pt
y 

ca
se

s 
ar

e 
co

ns
is

te
nt

ly
 th

ro
w

n 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

el
y 

5 
to

 7
 f

ee
t f

ro
m

 th
e 

rif
le

.  
Th

is
 

sh
ou

ld
 e

ns
ur

e 
re

lia
bl

e 
fu

nc
tio

ni
ng

. 
 If

 th
e 

em
pt

y 
ca

rtr
id

ge
 c

as
es

 a
re

 n
ot

 fu
lly

 e
je

ct
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

re
ce

iv
er

 o
r 

ar
e 

no
t e

je
ct

ed
 fa

r e
no

ug
h 

fr
om

 th
e 

fir
ea

rm
, i

t m
ea

ns
 th

at
 m

or
e 

ga
s 

is
 n

ee
de

d 
to

 c
yc

le
 th

e 
ac

tio
n 

fa
r e

no
ug

h 
to

 p
ro

pe
rly

 e
je

ct
 th

e 
em

pt
y 

ca
rtr

id
ge

s. 
 T

ur
n 

th
e 

ga
s r

eg
ul

at
or

 so
 th

at
 a

 sm
al

le
r n

um
be

r i
s v

is
ib

le
 

on
 to

p 
an

d 
try

 a
ga

in
.  

 
 N

O
TE

:  
If

 th
e 

em
pt

y 
ca

rtr
id

ge
 c

as
e 

is
 n

ot
 e

je
ct

ed
 fr

om
 th

e 
fir

ea
rm

, 
th

e 
em

pt
y 

ca
rtr

id
ge

 m
ay

 b
e 

fo
rc

ed
 b

ac
k 

in
to

 th
e 

ch
am

be
r. 

 B
ec

au
se

 
em

pt
y 

ca
se

s 
sw

el
l s

lig
ht

ly
, i

t m
ay

 b
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

t t
o 

re
tra

ct
 th

e 
ch

ar
gi

ng
 

ha
nd

le
.  

If
 th

is
 is

 th
e 

ca
se

, s
tri

ke
 th

e 
ch

ar
gi

ng
 h

an
dl

e 
to

 th
e 

re
ar

 w
ith

 
yo

u 
ha

nd
 o

r o
th

er
 so

ft 
ob

je
ct

.  
Th

is
 sh

ou
ld

 b
re

ak
 th

e 
em

pt
y 

ca
se

 fr
ee

 
of

 th
e 

ch
am

be
r s

o 
it 

ca
n 

be
 e

je
ct

ed
.  

 D
o 

no
t s

tri
ke

 o
n 

th
e 

ch
ar

gi
ng

 
ha

nd
le

 w
ith

 h
ar

d 
ob

je
ct

s t
o 

op
en

 th
e 

bo
lt.

 
 N

O
TE

: 
  

Th
e 

ga
s 

ad
ju

st
m

en
t 

re
gu

la
to

r 
ca

n 
be

 r
ot

at
ed

 i
n 

ei
th

er
 

di
re

ct
io

n.
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Fi

g.
 1

3 

B
re

ak
 In

 
 Y

ou
r n

ew
 ri

fle
 w

as
 m

an
uf

ac
tu

re
d 

to
 e

xa
ct

in
g 

to
le

ra
nc

es
.  

B
ec

au
se

 o
f 

th
is

, t
he

 a
ct

io
n 

is
 s

om
ew

ha
t t

ig
ht

 a
nd

 s
tif

f 
to

 b
eg

in
 w

ith
.  

Th
ou

gh
 

yo
ur

 r
ifl

e 
w

as
 s

at
is

fa
ct

or
ily

 t
es

t 
fir

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
fa

ct
or

y,
 i

t 
w

as
 n

ot
 

br
ok

en
 in

.  
Pr

op
er

 b
re

ak
 in

 o
f t

he
 ri

fle
 re

qu
ire

s 
fir

in
g 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
10

0 
to

 2
00

 r
ou

nd
s. 

 W
ith

ou
t 

fir
st

 b
re

ak
in

g 
in

 t
he

 r
ifl

e,
 i

t 
m

ay
 n

ot
 

fe
ed

 p
ro

pe
rly

 fr
om

 fu
lly

 lo
ad

ed
 3

0 
ro

un
d 

m
ag

az
in

es
.  

It 
is

 su
gg

es
te

d 
th

at
 y

ou
: 

1.
 

Se
t t

he
 g

as
 re

gu
la

to
r s

o 
th

at
 th

e 
nu

m
be

r 2
 o

r 3
 is

 v
is

ib
le

 o
n 

to
p.

  
(I

f t
he

 fi
re

ar
m

 w
on

’t 
cy

cl
e 

pr
op

er
ly

 o
n 

th
es

e 
se

tti
ng

s, 
try

 se
tti

ng
s 

1 
or

 0
). 

A
nd

; 
2.

 
D

o 
no

t f
ul

ly
 lo

ad
 th

e 
m

ag
az

in
e 

yo
u 

ar
e 

us
in

g 
fo

r t
he

 fi
rs

t 1
00

 to
 

20
0 

ro
un

ds
. 

 SE
C

T
IO

N
 X

 –
 U

N
L

O
A

D
IN

G
 

 W
A

R
N

IN
G

! 
 

E
V

E
N

 
T

H
O

U
G

H
 

T
H

E
 

M
A

G
A

Z
IN

E
 

H
A

S 
B

E
E

N
 R

E
M

O
V

E
D

, 
T

H
E

 R
IF

L
E

 M
A

Y
 S

T
IL

L
 

B
E

 L
O

A
D

E
D

. 
 T

H
E

R
E

 M
A

Y
 S

T
IL

L
 B

E
 A

 R
O

U
N

D
 

IN
 T

H
E

 C
H

A
M

B
E

R
 W

H
IC

H
 C

O
U

L
D

 B
E

 F
IR

E
D

. 
A

L
W

A
Y

S 
K

E
E

P 
T

H
E

 R
IF

L
E

 P
O

IN
T

E
D

 I
N

 A
 S

A
FE

 
D

IR
E

C
T

IO
N

 W
H

IL
E

 U
N

L
O

A
D

IN
G

 T
H

E
 F

IR
E

A
R

M
.  

A
L

W
A

Y
S 

V
IS

U
A

L
L

Y
 I

N
SP

E
C

T
 T

H
E

 C
H

A
M

B
E

R
 

T
O

 M
A

K
E

 S
U

R
E

 N
O

 R
O

U
N

D
 IS

 P
R

E
SE

N
T

.  
 1.

 
R

em
ov

e 
th

e 
m

ag
az

in
e 

fr
om

 t
he

 
rif

le
 b

y 
de

pr
es

si
ng

 th
e 

m
ag

az
in

e 
re

le
as

e 
bu

tto
n 

w
ith

 y
ou

r 
rig

ht
 

in
de

x 
fin

ge
r 

(F
ig

. 
13

). 
M

os
t 

m
ag

az
in

es
 w

ill
 d

ro
p 

fr
om

 t
he

 
rif

le
 s

o 
be

 r
ea

dy
 t

o 
ca

tc
h 

th
em

 
w

ith
 y

ou
r o

th
er

 h
an

d.
 

2.
 

W
hi

le
 k

ee
pi

ng
 t

he
 r

ifl
e 

po
in

te
d 

in
 a

 s
af

e 
di

re
ct

io
n,

 m
ov

e 
th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 l
ev

er
 t

o 
th

e 
fir

e 
po

si
tio

n 
as

 in
di

ca
te

d 
by

 th
e 

le
tte

r “
F”

 a
nd
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